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Patricia, Jose, and Mirna 

know exactly how many 

of our clients feel when 

they first come to a clinic. 

Fear and anxiety is a 

normal feeling for anyone 

before meeting with a 

lawyer. It is more so if 

you do not speak or 

understand English very 

well. 

But, those feelings soon 

dissipate when met with a 

welcome in their own language, a 

smile, a hug, and a listening ear. 

Lack of fluency in English is a serious 

problem for anyone when they have a 

legal issue. It is hard for them to 

obtain fair and just treatment when 

they are unable to communicate with 

those in the court system, including 

their lawyer.  

Patricia, Jose, and Mirna were once 

clients and now they volunteer as 

Spanish interpreters at our Hunting 

Park clinic.  

Mirna remembers how she ñuse to be 

afraid to talk.ò Interpreters help people 

feel comfortable and enable the client 

to tell their story. They also make sure 

the client understands the legal advice 

that is being given. Mirna says that 

ñHere, everyone is welcome. Our job 

as translators is to make people feel 

comfortable.ò  

They seek to minister to clients with 

the same love that they have received.  

ñPeople volunteer because they 

want to make a difference and 

this desire to help impacts the 

clientò said Pastor Jose. ñThe 

most impact Iôve seen is when 

we pray for people. People are 

blown away by our desire to 

help them and they are blessed 

by prayer.ò 

Patricia believes that 

ministering ñwith compassion is 

important. Iôm a translator 

because I am an immigrant 

from Ecuador and learning English is 

hard. God tells us we must care for the 

immigrant and the stranger.ò 

Living in this tower of Babel world 

where misunderstanding reigns, the 

Bible points us to that glorious day 

when all things will be made rightð

when every tribe, tongue, and nation 

will sit down together, understand one 

another, and feast. Until that day we 

rely on generous volunteers like 

Patricia, Jose, and Mirna to bridge the 

communication gap.  
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By Pete M. Hileman, Esq.  

A Voice for the Voiceless 



At the start of every clinic, 

Attorney Daniel Popkave shares 

with an encouraging word with his 

team of volunteer attorneys:  

 

ñThere are many great nonprofits 

that provide legal services, but 

why I come to CLCP and what 

makes CLCP unique is that we not 

only help with whatever legal 

issues our clients may be facing 

but, we also can address the issues 

in their lives that may be at the 

root of their problems. And we can 

spend time talking with them about 

whatever may be going on in their 

lives, as well as pray with them.ò 

When local pastor Benjamin 

Soto was struck by a car it was 

the beginning of a complicated 

journey. The driver was fleeing 

the police in a stolen car. After 

initially walking away from the 

accident, a few days later he 

started developing pain and 

began seeking medical care. 

 

Ben and his wife Stephanie are committed members of the Hunting Park 

community where he pastors at By Grace Alone and Stephanie teaches part-

time math at Hunting Park Christian Academy. They have insurance 

coverage, but quickly became overwhelmed with bad advice, misinformation, 

and closed doors.  

 

ñEveryone is suddenly the expert,ò Ben said, ñand your mind starts spinning 

in all sorts of scenarios and options.ò From the doctors to the police officers, 

he sought help to receive aid for his medical injury. ñI went to see a primary 

doctor after the emergency visit.ò Ben said ñThey took my insurance. They 

took me to the back. They started asking questions. The second I told them it 

was related to an auto accident, they said, óSorry sir, we donôt see victims of 

auto accidents.ôò Ben did not know where to turn. Every door he knocked on 

was closed.  

 

Until he came through the doors of CLCP last month. There he met with 

Newtown attorney Chris Brill, perhaps the best personal injury attorney in 

Bucks County. Chris was glad to meet Ben and to help him in an area within 

his expertise. Ben said that ñWith each option, [Chris] told me how to pursue 

it. He was straight to the point, what was best for my interests. He narrowed it 

down to the most viable, feasible options, and told me the best way to go.ò  

 

After his consultation Ben said ñGoing to the legal clinic was the first time 

that I felt like I was cared for. I wasnôt seen as a 

liability. Instead, I was seen as a victim of 

injustice. It was the first time that someone 

was looking out for my good.ò 
 

 

ñCLCP is a very special ministry. Iôm privileged to support an organization that ministers 

judgement, justice, and mercy in such tangible ways.ò  (from a donor) 

By Anna Sangrey “For I was hungry, and you 

gave Me something to eat; 

I was thirsty, and you gave 

me something to drink; I 

was a stranger, and you 

invited Me in.” 

— Matthew 25:35 

No Accident  

Chris Brill, Esq. 



The City of 

Philadelphia vs. 

President Trump. 

Mayor Kenney 

announced this spring 

that Philadelphia will 

remain a sanctuary city 

despite the threats of President Trump 

to withhold federal funding. What does 

it mean that Philadelphia is a sanctuary 

city? A sanctuary city is one that has 

policies or laws that limit the extent to 

which their police and court officials 

cooperate with federal immigration 

officials.  

Typically law enforcement agencies 

work together. If a prisoner is wanted in 

another jurisdiction, a warrant or 

extradition detainer is obtained. Once 

the prisoner has served their local 

sentence, they are turned over or 

transferred to that authority. More than 

200 state and local jurisdictions have 

policies that call for not honoring 

immigration detention requests. 

Likewise, in Philadelphia, police and 

prison officials are barred from telling 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) officials that they have an 

undocumented prisoner in custody. And 

if that person makes bail or is released, 

they do not notify ICE. They will notify 

ICE only if the person was convicted of 

a violent felony and if ICEôs request is 

supported by a warrant.  

Mayor Kenney has explained that the 

reason for his policy is to encourage 

immigrants to work with the police in 

their communities without fear of 

deportation. Plus, information on all 

people convicted and serving time in 

local prisons is reported to the federal 

government and the immigration office 

is free to act on that information if they 

choose to. Kenney prefers to use the 

term ñFourth Amendment cityò 

meaning it will only hold a person if a 

judge issues a warrant for their arrest.  

President Trump made immigration 

enforcement a key issue in his campaign 

and has threatened to withhold federal 

funding from cities like Philadelphia 

and colleges who refuse to cooperate 

with ICE. He pointed out instances 

where an illegal immigrant released 

from custody later committed a violent 

crime against a citizen. Many in our 

local bar association who represent 

immigrants and others on college 

campus have galvanized opposition to 

Trumpôs threats. Itôs not clear how the 

courts would rule on the issue. 

Some compare the concept of a 

sanctuary city to the Old Testament 

cities of refuge where those accused of 

manslaughter could hide from the 

vengeance of families until their case 

was heard in court (Deut. 4:41). CLCP 

doesnôt take a stand on this hot-button 

political issue but, is willing to help all 

who come to our clinics with any type 

of legal need.  
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I wrestled with God 

for over 2 years.  I 

had been a lawyer 

for a while before 

then.  ñMaryannò he 

said, ñI want you to 

be a family lawyer. I 

am calling you to 

defend the cause of 

the widow and 

orphan in court. I 

have prepared you your whole life for this 

purpose.ò ñNo Godò, I said. ñI donôt want 

to do family law.  What if I have to 

represent the ówrong side?ô  What if my 

church doesnôt like it? What if . . .?ò 

Family law is always messy. It can be 

dangerous. I find that I can only practice 

it on my knees. It takes Godôs wisdom to 

know how to really help people in crisis.  

At CLCP, God calls lawyers and 

particularly gifts them to help deal with 

the messes in peopleôs lives.    And in 

ministering to people whose lives and 

families have broken apart, family 

lawyers see specific miracles of Godôs 

redemption.  

When a spouse 

has abandoned 

the other or 

one suffers 

abuse, we can 

give the 

knowledge 

needed in 

regard to the 

process and 

the law, to 

navigate rough waters.  When someone 

struggles with custody or how to obtain 

support, we can help.  Where issues 

involving appeals, interpretation of court 

orders, and process occur, we can guide. 

There is no judgment and no 

condemnation here.  Instead, with justice 

and mercy comes accountability and the 

facing of reality.  I encourage Christians 

seeking divorce to look into their own 

hearts as objectively as they can, and to 

seek counsel and acquiescence from a 

pastor or Christian counselor.   People 

involved in divorce often leave their 

church, and in the process, lose close 

friends and family. It is a time when 

they really need a friend.  

The clients we see at clinics are often 

the victims of physical or financial 

abuse. I always ask them if there is an 

emergency and if they have access to 

the money they need. I find out how 

the kids are doing, are they safe?  Is the 

client safe?  

Though I have more than enough work to 

do in my practice, I find that there are 

some people who Jesus calls me to help. I 

can help. I want to help. So I take their 

case back to my office. 

Thank you for your investment in CLCP! 

By Peter M. Hileman, Esq. 

Called to Family Law 

L ŬƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ   
ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

ώŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭŀǿϐ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
ƪƴŜŜǎΦ Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  

By Maryann Modesti, Esq. 
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In 2016, you helped us meet our goals here at 

Christian Legal Clinics of Philadelphia! Thanks to 

$94,335 in grant support as well as $146,332 in 

generous support from donors, churches, and 

corporate sponsors, we were able to raise a total of 

$273,000. Your gifts combined with volunteer 

hours worth well over $318,000 in value, makes 

last yearôs total donations value over half a million 

dollars!  

Last year we increased clients seen by 86%, 

attorney volunteers by 46%, clinics per month by 

67%, filed 154 expungement petitions, and wrote 

100 wills for low-income seniors. We now have 

131 attorney volunteers who come to 14 clinics a 

month.  

Now with 10 clinics in strategic locations we have 

spread out across the city and are poised to grow 

deeper as a strategic organization. We are thankful 

for your prayers and for your investment in this 

ministry of mercy! 

 


